The Wolf and
the Crane

In the meadow sat a wolf eating his dinner. He ate so
greedily that a bone became lodged in his throat. He
coughed and he gagged and still it did not come free.
He thought, "Crane, with her long, thin neck and bill,
will be able to reach in and pull it out!" and he went to
speak with her.
"Crane," the wolf said, "if you pull out this bone from my
throat I will give you a reward."

Crane was not sure if she wanted to stick her head inside
of a wolf's mouth. But she was both very kind and very
hungry. Perhaps a reward would help her get some food.
She decided to help the wolf.

Crane reached her head into the wolf's mouth and found
the bone. She grasped it and quickly removed her head.
The wolf, feeling much better, turned and started to
walk away.

"Wait! What about my reward?" shouted Crane.

"I could have snapped my jaw and made a meal of your
head" replied the wolf. "I did not. That is your reward."

Expect no reward for serving the wicked.

-Adapted from Aesop's Fables
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